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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

1.1.1 As part of the Applicant’s statutory consultation between 19th February to 16th April 

2025, a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) was produced. This 

was intended to enable the public, statutory consultees and other stakeholders to 

develop an informed view of the likely significant environmental effects (positive or 

negative) to enable them to prepare well-informed responses to the statutory 

consultation. All design information, assessments and conclusions were by their 

nature preliminary and based on the Project design at the time. 

1.1.2 A number of design changes to the Project have now been proposed, which can be 

summarised across seven Areas of Change. This report will focus on Area of 

Change 7 - Lower Frankton Switching Station. The changes in this area involve 

refinement to a single Overhead Line (OHL) and associated route alignment 

changes (Towers 168 to 172), refinement of the Switching Station design and design 

of a new access road, which are shown on Plate 1 and Plate 2. Separate 

Environmental Implications of Change (EIC) Reports will be available for the other 

six Areas of Change. 

1.1.3 A series of other minor changes to the Project have been made. Those include 

changes requested by landowners to matters such as temporary accesses to the 

development site, which are not the subject of this consultation, and hence are not 

included within any of the EIC Reports. Engagement with the relevant landowners 

will be undertaken and this will be reported on in the final Environmental Statement 

(ES). 

1.1.4 There have also been some changes to tower heights since the 2025 statutory 

consultation. As noted in the PEIR, the average tower height would be 

approximately 28.5m with a maximum tower height of 36m (see paragraph 2.8.25 of 

the PEIR). As a result of changes to the Project, including changes made in 

response to stakeholder and landowner comments, some of the tower heights have 

changed. This means that the average tower height is now approximately 30m with 

a maximum tower height of 36.2m. The towers will remain subject to Limits of 

Deviation (LoD) (as explained in Section 2.5 of the PEIR) which will allow for 

adjustments to tower heights and locations to avoid localised constraints or unknown 

or unforeseeable issues that may arise. Any changes to the likely environmental 

effects of the Project because of changes to the tower heights are considered in the 

relevant EIC Reports. 
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1.1.5 The preliminary environmental information presented in the PEIR and the EIC 

Reports are based on the proposed alignment and the location of infrastructure, 

including the Cors y Garreg Collector Substation and the Switching Station, as 

presented in the Consultation Plans. However, Green GEN Cymru will be applying 

for industry-standard LoD in the Development Consent Order (DCO) and the final 

alignment and locations of towers and other aspects of the Project could be located 

anywhere within the LoD. The extent of the LoD will be defined in the DCO and the 

Works Plans which will be submitted as part of the DCO Application. The LoD will 

also be identified in the final ES, and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

will be undertaken on this basis. The expectation is that the LoD will be constrained 

to prevent any materially worse adverse effects arising compared to those identified 

in the PEIR and the EIC Report. 

1.2 Purpose of this Report 

1.2.1 This EIC Report presents a summary of the information gathered and preliminary 

environmental assessment undertaken to date for the proposed design changes in 

Area of Change 7 - Lower Frankton Switching Station outlined above. The report 

is supplementary to the PEIR (Vyrnwy Frankton, Preliminary Environment 

Information Report – Volume 1 to 3, February 2025 (Document Ref: VF-ARC-ENV-

REP-0001)) which remains available on the Project website 

[https://greengenvyrnwyfrankton.com] and should be read alongside this report. 

1.2.2 The aim of this report is to set out the anticipated likely significant environmental 

effects (positive or negative) caused by the design changes in order to inform 

stakeholders as part of targeted statutory consultation.  

1.2.3 The Applicant would like to hear your opinion on the proposed Project changes and 

the various facets associated with it (for example, the preliminary measures outlined 

in order to reduce potential negative effects on the environment). The methods of 

contacting us are included in Section 5.  

1.2.4 Table 1 provides a summary of each section to help navigate the document.  

Table 1 – Sections of this EIC Report 

Section Content 

1. Introduction 
This section introduces previous reporting to provide 

context to the background to this report and highlights 
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Section Content 

the main purpose of this report. It also outlines the report 

structure. 

2. Project 

overview 

This section describes the general characteristics of the 

Project including permanent features and any associated 

temporary works. 

3. Changes to the 

route  

This section describes and visually displays the design 

changes associated with the Area of Change assessed 

in this report.  

4. Environmental 

review 

This section summarises the anticipated likely significant 

environmental effects during construction and operation 

and sets out proposed further assessment and mitigation 

measures as required for the Area of Change assessed 

in this report. 

5. How to have 

your say 

This section details the different ways in which you can 

have your say and respond to this report as part of the 

targeted statutory consultation. 

6. What are the 

next steps? 

The section sets out the next steps for the Project 

following consultation on this EIC Report. 
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2 Project Overview 

2.1.1 The key aim of the Project is to contribute to a stronger, more resilient renewable 

electricity network that would distribute clean, green energy to homes, hospitals, 

schools, businesses and communities both in Wales and nationally. 

2.1.2 The Project comprises of the following elements: 

• A new 132kV Cors y Garreg Collector Substation near Cefn Coch, Powys, 

together with approximately 2.5km of Underground Cable (UGC) from the Llyn 

Lort Energy Park Substation to the Cors y Garreg Collector Substation. 

• Approximately 50km double circuit 132kV OHL, supported on steel lattice towers 

from the new 132kV Cors y Garreg Collector Substation to a new switching 

station near Lower Frankton, Shropshire.  

• The new OHL will be supported on a type of tower referred to as an L7 design, a 

steel lattice tower with six cross-arms (three on each side). 

• A new switching station near Lower Frankton which will connect the OHL to the 

existing 400kV national electricity transmission system in Shropshire, England. 

• There will be temporary works associated with the construction of the Project 

including working areas for construction equipment and machinery, site offices, 

welfare, storage and construction access. 

• Works to deliver environmental mitigation, compensation and enhancement. 
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3 Changes to the Route 

3.1.1 The statutory consultation design and the proposed changes to the route in Area of 

Change 7 are shown on Plate 1 and Plate 2 together with the key environmental 

constraints set out in the legend below.  
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Plate 1 – Area of Change 7: Design for Statutory Consultation 

February 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 2 – Area of Change 7: Proposed Design February 2026 
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3.1.2 From Statutory Consultation, the eastern route option presented has been chosen, 

with the refinement to a single OHL introducing alignment changes between Tower 

168 and Tower 172 (as shown by Plate 1 and Plate 2). The route starts at Tower 

168 (which has not moved), with the new alignment moving in a westerly direction 

from Tower 170 to Tower 172. Tower 172 is the terminal tower ending at the Lower 

Frankton Switching Station. The Switching Station has also increased slightly in size 

and moved location. The Order Limits in this location have been extended on the 

northwestern side to incorporate parcels with options for National Grid Electricity 

Transmission (NGET) transport routes into their substation.  

3.1.3 This change also introduces a new access road from the A495, as shown by the 

orange line on Plate 2. 
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4 Environmental Review 

4.1 Comparison with Assessment Methodology of the 

PEIR 

4.1.1 Section 4 of the PEIR, Consultation, sets out the following:  

• Approach to consultation.  

• The organisations who have been engaged with.  

• How consultation responses have been used.  

• EIA work completed to date.  

4.1.2 The design changes in this EIC Report have not resulted in any requirement to 

amend the consultation approach as stated in the PEIR.  

4.1.3 Section 5 of the PEIR, Environmental Assessment Methodology, comprises of the 

following: 

• Environmental legislation and policy that the EIA will comply with.  

• General EIA and PEIR approach. 

• Geographical and temporal scopes of assessment. 

• Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG), mitigation and enhancement measures.  

• Assessment of residual effects and determination of significance.  

• Monitoring approach. 

• Environmental topics scoped into assessment.  

4.1.4 The design changes in this EIC Report have not resulted in any requirement to 

amend the environmental assessment methodology as stated in the PEIR. Best 

practice EIA assessment guidelines will be followed in the ES.  

4.1.5 Where additional baseline information is required in relation to Area of Change 7, 

this is being sought through updated desk study data requests or additional survey 

effort, and will be incorporated into the ES. New National Policy Statements (NPS) 

have taken effect since the PEIR: NPS EN-1 (2025) and NPS EN-5 (2025). The EIA 

will be undertaken in compliance with these NPSs. 
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4.2 Summary of Environmental Effects 

4.2.1 Table 2 below summarises material changes in environmental effects arising out of 

the revised design presented in this EIC Report as compared to the design of the 

Project presented in the PEIR during the 2025 statutory consultation. It considers 

each of the relevant topic areas and includes details of proposed further assessment 

and mitigation measures. The likely significant environmental effects of the Project 

will be reported in the ES which will be submitted as part of the DCO application. 

4.2.2 Major Accidents and Disasters will not be included as an environmental topic within 

this section because the topic considers the project as a whole and is thus not 

suitable for review based on individual design changes. Major Accidents and 

Disasters will be reported on in the ES. In addition, assessment of the anticipated 

likely significant environmental effects during decommissioning has been scoped out 

of this report and therefore will not be included within this section. A high-level 

summary of the potential effects of decommissioning for each environmental topic 

will be included in the ES. 
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Table 2 – Area of Change 7 – Summary of Environmental Effects and Proposed further Assessment and Mitigation Measures 

Likely significant effects What is the Applicant doing and why 

Landscape and Visual Amenity 

The construction and operation of the Switching Station would take place within the same 

receiving landscape and visual amenity baseline as that assessed at the PEIR stage.  

There would, however, be an increase in the size of the constructed facility, and in the length of 

the permanent access road from the A495. 

 

Construction: The impact of construction activity (including partially constructed Switching 

Station components) on landscape character and visual amenity would be similar in relative 

scale to that reported in Section 6.7 of the PEIR.  

It would impact a similar geographic area of landscape and visual amenity, and the impact 

would still be largely short to medium term in duration and largely reversible once construction is 

complete (the partially constructed Switching Station components would remain as permanent 

features - the impact of these, when fully constructed, will form part of the operational 

assessment). The impact upon landscape elements (i.e. existing structural vegetation, field 

boundaries and landform) would also be similar, and a similar small number of visual receptors 

would be impacted. The only residential property within 500m of the Switching Station’s 

construction area would be Evenall (approximately 50m from the alignment of the new access 

road, and approximately 325m from the Switching Station itself). 

Users of the public highway adjacent to the site and the two Public Rights of Way (PRoW) that 

cross the north-western extents of the access road are likely to experience clear views to the 

construction activity. The usership of these is, however, anticipated to be low and none are 

paths of more than local value. Beyond this immediate area, the site is moderately contained in 

views on account of the surrounding woodlands and tree belts. 

It is, therefore, likely to bring about potential adverse landscape and visual effects that are 

similar to those reported in Section 6.7 of the PEIR, i.e., at their greatest, Moderate-Major (and 

so potentially significant). 

 

Operation: The operation of the Switching Station would have similar impacts on landscape 

character and visual amenity as those reported in Section 6.7 of the PEIR.  

The activity would be moderate in relative scale and would impact a similar limited geographic 

area of landscape and visual amenity on account of reasons set out in the Construction effects 

above. As the proposed mitigation planting becomes established, by year 15, the magnitude of 

Mitigation for the Switching Station reflects that outlined in Table 6.18 of the PEIR. When siting the 

facility, this included, where possible: accordance with the principals of the Horlock Rules; 

avoidance of sensitive landscape character and visual amenity receptors (i.e. related designations, 

settlements, and areas of outdoor recreation whose users have a particular focus on the 

surrounding landscape); and ensuring sufficient space for physical landscape-related mitigation 

proposals. 

The further development of the design of the Switching Station would include measures to help 

visually integrate the facility into its setting, and to reduce impacts upon sensitive visual receptors 

including: 

• Landscape reinstatement / mitigation planting, that is characteristic in its form (i.e. 

woodland, tree belts, scrub blocks, hedgerows, shelterbelts), and in the native species 

selected, to the surrounding landscape. New planting would be placed around the Switching 

Station and along the access road (where possible, and avoiding incoming UGC and OHL), 

and in particular between these and the residential property of Evenall; 

• Earthworks; and 

• Consideration of the form, finish and colour of any buildings, enclosures, cabins, surfacing 

and fencing in order to suitably integrate them into their landscape and visual setting. 

These will be shown upon Landscape reinstatement / mitigation plans and described within the ES 

(and any other relevant documents).  

A full assessment of landscape and visual effects will also be included in the ES and will be 

supported by visualisations from representative viewpoint locations that are being discussed with 

the relevant local planning authority. 
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Likely significant effects What is the Applicant doing and why 

change would reduce – but not substantially enough to render the substation fully indiscernible 

in the landscape. 

It is, therefore, likely to still bring about potential adverse landscape effects that are Moderate 

(and so potentially significant), and potential adverse visual effects that are, at their worst, Minor 

(and so not significant).  

Visual amenity impact upon the residential property of Evenall would be similar, taking into 

account the greater proximity of the permanent access road to it but the further distance it is 

from the closest tower (no. 172). 

Ecology 

Construction: From review of desk-based data, the  Switching Station is sited in an area 

dominated by low value pasture and crop land. From a review of aerial mapping, the proposals 

would lead to the loss of a small number of trees (potential for roosting bats is unconfirmed at 

this stage). There is a ditch which cuts east to west in the southern extent of the Switching 

Station footprint. This was found to be dry at the time of survey (October 2025) and does not 

support resting sites for otter. This Area of Change does not alter the ecological assessment as 

reported in Section 7.7 of the PEIR. 

 

Operation: There are no significant ecological implications and the conclusions of the 

assessment in Section 7.7 of the PEIR remain unchanged. 

On-going ecological habitat surveys will confirm location of important habitats, potential 

Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystem (GWDTEs) and inform the mitigation requirements 

which will be set out in the ES. 

 

Ornithology 

Construction: Effects on ornithology as a result of construction are expected to be unchanged 

from those set out in the Section 8.7 of the PEIR. 

 

Operation: Effects on ornithology as a result of operation are expected to be unchanged from 

those set out in Section 8.7 of the PEIR. 

No additional surveys or mitigation beyond that set out in the Section 8.6 of the PEIR is required. 

Full assessment of effects on ornithology will be set out in the ES. 

Historic Environment 

For construction and operation, the effects would be altered from those already assessed in the 

PEIR although the new proposal is of a similar form and type as the previous proposals. There 

would be some improvements to the setting of the Listed Grade II Evenall Farmhouse compared 

to what was assessed in the PEIR, due to the movement of Tower 172 further to the south. 

However, on the adverse side, a new permanent access road will be introduced adjacent to this 

listed building. To fully identify the extent of the effect, a setting assessment and heritage 

A setting assessment and heritage viewpoint will be required to consider and confirm the impacts to 

Listed buildings, which will be reported in the ES.  

 

No additional mitigation measures are likely to be required as effects remain the same. 
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Likely significant effects What is the Applicant doing and why 

viewpoint would be required to confirm the change in magnitude of impact and significance of 

effect for this asset.  

Additionally, a surface peat deposit between Towers 167 and 168 may be impacted with the 

change and the effect this may have on any associated buried archaeological features is 

unknown. 

 

For construction and operation, the changes are unlikely to result in any further impacts to the 

Historic Environment and the effects as reported in the Section 9.7 of the PEIR remain 

unchanged.   

Traffic and Transport 

Construction: There would be no material change from the temporary likely effects described in 

Section 10.9 of the PEIR. A more in-depth assessment of significant effects will be undertaken 

in the ES. 

 

Operation: The effects on Traffic and Transport were scoped out for the operational phase. 

Construction: The preliminary mitigation measures described in Section 10.8 of the PEIR would 

remain appropriate and would be secured through the Outline Construction and Environmental 

Management Plan (OCEMP).  

Noise and Vibration 

Construction: The conclusion outlined in Section 11.7 of the PEIR remains valid, with the 

potential for noise and vibration adverse impacts and the resultant significant effects to be 

controlled through the implementation of Best Practicable Means (BPM) during the construction 

phase of the project.  

Operation: The new location of the Switching Station is a minor adjustment when compared to 

the previous location presented in the PEIR, with the noise sensitive receptors identified in 

paragraph 11.5.17 of the PEIR still identified as noise sensitive receptors which may have the 

potential to experience adverse impacts. At the current stage of the Project design, detailed 

layouts of the static facilities and locations of any noise and/or vibration emitting plant have not 

been finalised, and as such it is not possible to quantify the potential noise and vibration impacts 

and any resultant significant effect. Mitigation options and design considerations would be 

considered further with emerging information as part of the ES. 

As outlined in paragraph 11.4.40 of the PEIR, the operation of the OHL would not result in any 

adverse impacts or significant effects. This is due to the very low noise levels generated by 

132kV circuits as is proposed by the Project. Consequently, there are no significant noise or 

vibration implications associated with the operation of the OHL, and the conclusions of the 

assessment contained within the PEIR remain unchanged.  

 

Construction: Construction noise and vibration mitigation measures would be addressed through 

tailored BPM measures identified through detailed assessments contained within the ES and 

secured within the OCEMP, with the expectation that significant noise impacts during the 

construction phase of the Project would be avoided. 

Operation: Background noise surveys at the identified noise sensitive receptors which have the 

potential to experience an adverse impact as a result of the change in location of the Switching 

Station will be undertaken in accordance with the methodology described in BS 7445-1:2003 

Description and measurement of environmental noise. Guide to quantities and procedures. The 

measurement periods and durations would be consulted on and agreed with Shropshire Council 

prior to being undertaken.  

As detailed in paragraphs 11.2.21 and 11.4.35 of the PEIR, the potential for adverse noise impacts 

and the resultant significant effects would be considered in accordance with BS 

4142:2014+A1:2019 Methods for rating and assessing industrial and commercial sound (BS4142) 

once detailed information becomes available. Operational noise impacts associated with the 

Switching Station would be suitably mitigated to accord with appropriate noise limits defined in 

accordance with the requirements of BS 4142. 



 

 

 

Vyrnwy Frankton  
Area of Change  7 – Lower Frankton Switching Station 14 
  

Likely significant effects What is the Applicant doing and why 

Water Resources 

Construction: There would be no material change from the effects described in the PEIR 

assessment. However, it is worth noting that the Switching Station and construction compound 

are partially located in areas at high risk of surface water flooding to a greater extent than the 

previous location presented in the PEIR, and their footprint includes the flow path of a small 

drainage ditch, and therefore suitable mitigation would be required. 

 

Operation: There would be no material change from the effects described in the PEIR 

assessment. 

Potential mitigation measures described in Section 12.6 of the PEIR would remain appropriate. 

Ground Conditions, Geology and Hydrogeology 

Construction: The access road to the Switching Station would cross a published Source 

Protection Zone (SPZ)1. The access road would also cross a published SPZ2. However, with 

mitigation as described in the PEIR, the effects for Ground Conditions, Geology and 

Hydrogeology as reported in Section 13.7 of the PEIR are unchanged due to the design change. 

 

Operation: The effects for Ground Conditions, Geology and Hydrogeology as reported in 

Section 13.7 of the PEIR are unchanged due to the design change. 

Consultation with the Environment Agency and appropriate water company will be conducted 

regarding the Switching Station access road to ensure that construction and operational phase 

mitigation is implemented to the satisfaction of the relevant regulatory authorities. Construction 

effects would be managed through the OCEMP, as outlined in Section 13.6 of the PEIR. 

Air Quality 

Construction: There would be no material change from the temporary likely effects described in 

Section 14.8 of the PEIR.   

  

Operation: The effects on air quality were scoped out for the operational phase. The design 

changes do not affect this.  

Construction: The preliminary mitigation measures described in Section 14.7 of the PEIR would 

remain appropriate and would be secured through the OCEMP.  

Soils and Agriculture 

Construction: There would be no material change from the effects described in Section 15.7 of 

the PEIR assessment. With respect to the eastern alignment option as presented at statutory 

consultation, relocating Tower 170 from Provisional Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) 

Grade 3 land to Grade 4, reduces the loss of higher quality agricultural land; however, the 

increased size of the Switching Station and permanent access road would result in greater 

permanent agricultural land take. Overall, the effects on agricultural land and soils remain 

significant.  

The agricultural land grades will be confirmed through detailed ALC surveys, and will be 

reported on in the ES.  

Preliminary mitigation measures described in Section 15.6 of the PEIR would remain appropriate, 

including the soil management plan which would be secured within the OCEMP.  

  



 

 

 

Vyrnwy Frankton  
Area of Change  7 – Lower Frankton Switching Station 15 
  

Likely significant effects What is the Applicant doing and why 

  

Operation: The effects on agricultural land (both temporary and permanent) and the effects on 

soils (including peat) were scoped out for the operational phase.  

Health and Wellbeing 

Construction: The conclusion outlined in Table 16.16 of the PEIR remains valid, with no material 

change from the temporary likely effects described for health and wellbeing receptors. 

 

Operation: The conclusion outlined in Table 16.17 of the PEIR remains valid, with no material 

change from the permanent likely effects described for mental health arising from the perceived 

risk from Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMFs). 

Construction: The proposed mitigation outlined in Table 16.15 of the PEIR remains valid. 

 

Operation: The proposed mitigation outlined in Table 16.15 of the PEIR remains valid where the 

design would be designed and operated in accordance with EMF related guidelines. 

Greenhouse Gases 

Construction: There would be additional greenhouse gas emissions arising from the extension 

of the Switching Station, as well as for the permanent access road. The changes to materials 

required for the Switching Station and the OHL are anticipated to be minor in relation to the 

whole life emissions. The change would be unlikely to lead to a significant worsening of the 

effects to climate, relating to the contribution of greenhouse gas emissions, that were reported 

in Section 18.7 of the PEIR.  

  

Operation: The new layout of the Switching Station is a minor adjustment when compared to the 

previous location presented in the PEIR. The change in operational greenhouse gas emissions 

would be minor, hence the effects as reported in Section 18.7 of the PEIR are unchanged. 

The change in design is unlikely to lead to a material change to the release of greenhouse gas 

emissions, therefore, no further mitigation measures are required.  

The Applicant will continue to understand the Project’s contribution to climate through greenhouse 

gas emissions via the outputs of carbon modelling, and this will be reported within the ES.  

Socio-Economics, Recreation and Tourism 

Construction: The conclusion outlined in Table 19.20 of the PEIR remains valid, with no material 

change from the temporary likely effects described. 

 

Operation: The conclusion outlined in Table 19.22 of the PEIR remains valid, with no material 

change from the permanent likely effects described. 

 

Construction: The proposed mitigation outlined in Table 19.19 of the PEIR remains valid. 

 

Operation: The proposed mitigation outlined in Table 19.19 of the PEIR remains valid. 
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5 How to have your Say 

5.1.1 This EIC Report forms part of the current targeted statutory consultation being 

undertaken between 04 February to 06 March 2026, which also includes a series of 

community consultation events. Please share any ideas, local knowledge, feedback, 

questions or concerns that you may have. It should be noted that if the dates of the 

targeted statutory consultation period (and any associated event) change, this will be 

advertised accordingly. 

5.1.2 Further information on the consultation can be found on the Applicant’s webpage at  

https://greengenvyrnwyfrankton.com. All the consultation materials will be digitally 

available, including: 

• All EIC Reports. 

• PEIR (2025).  

• Statement of Community Consultation (2025). 

• Targeted Statutory Community Consultation Strategy. 

• Section 48 Notice. 

5.1.3 You can also take away copies of the brochure and view additional materials at 

public information points as detailed in the consultation brochure. Please contact the 

Applicant’s project team at info@greengenvyrnwyfrankton.com or 0800 915 3590 to 

request an accessible format of the brochure. 

5.1.4 You are able to respond using the following methods: 

• Visit the Applicant’s website https://greengenvyrnwyfrankton.com and complete 

a digital feedback form. You can also find all copies of the Applicant’s 

consultation materials on their website. 

• Complete the consultation response form available from the public information 

points or at consultation events (as listed in the consultation brochure) and 

return the form to FREEPOST Green GEN Cymru V2F. 

• Email your response to info@greengenvyrnwyfrankton.com. 

5.1.5 Call the Applicant on Freephone 0800 915 3590; All responses should be returned 

by  23:59 on 06 March 2026. 

 

mailto:info@greengenvyrnwyfrankton.com
https://greengenvyrnwyfrankton.com/
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6 What are the Next Steps? 

6.1.1 Following consultation on this EIC Report, all consultation responses received will be 

reviewed and considered as part of the ongoing EIA and Project design processes, 

and ultimately the production of the final ES to be submitted with the DCO 

Application.  

6.1.2 Further survey and assessment work will be undertaken and will feed into the design 

of the Project. The assessments presented in the PEIR and all EIC Reports will be 

revisited, and the results of the further surveys and assessments will be presented 

as part of the ES submitted alongside the DCO Application. 

6.1.3 The Applicant expects to submit their application in late 2026 and, provided consent 

is granted, construction work is expected to start in Q1 2028. Once the Applicant 

submits their application, there will be an acceptance stage where the public will 

have the opportunity to submit representations. If the application is accepted for 

examination, the Planning Inspectorate (acting on behalf of the Secretary of State) 

will examine the application and may hold some public hearings. The public can 

actively participate throughout this stage. The Planning Inspectorate will then make 

a recommendation to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, who 

will decide on whether or not the Project will be granted consent.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


